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. _«na was out at tha bead of ri^r, all 

Timber, especially tha whita pin®. 

w , During tha win tar aaka tha log. 

•long tha river and all navigable craaka. 

. „«i*d uo in big landing*. TWy ** 

wore skidded to the river and piled up 6 

• nr th.t th* would h.7. t. b. ucnd loo., b.ror. -« -»• «• 

th. -Ivor* B.for. .print .» — t" 114 “ 4h * ” t,r ' ^ “””**• 

fro. 70 to 100 mon. or »h.t.».r nu»b.r ... n.ed.d to »k. tt. «— to u-k-. 
•l»o built for th. l>or..», «nd .on. .xp.rl.no.d to.Mtw. -r. «to° U-C « «>• 
drire. 

When spring opened, men were hired to nnke the drive down tte riw. H» 
men hired for breaking up the Jams had to have experience* 

It sometimes took six or eight weeks to make the drive does the river to 
Honceverte where the timber was sold and made into lumber* One ■ruing the wen 
deoided to play a Joke on a certain young teamster who al«j* afc e deeh for the 
table when the bell was rung, and usually succeeded in being the first one thsre. 

1 board was laid between the two arks to be used as a walk-way between then. Foam 
often covered it so that unless one observed closely he coeld nek tall if it was 
there or not. Bofore breakfast one morning the men decided to xmowe this board 
and give this teamster s bath. The breakfast bell rang aad he mt» a *sh for tha 
table, did not notloa tha board was gone therefore plunged into 4s riw**. 8* swma 
*** ark ^ erawled on deok oussing end. The other men kept ftva i— aa 
l«g as they could, but finally they burst out laughing and aftv a afcOe tha 
t«au'.«r Joined lr. w.th them end every one had a good lau£* 
fr~ - Kaehaeies lie*. . V . roh n# 182 g # 

****** U#W * Ur k«F% a record of what happened aaoh */. f 

M ** eilaa whi 1 a on ether da/a we oould look haak eft dart and saa 

•• *** fr ** u lu living tha lose was ewry fcigiiM* 



* 


usually only experienced c«= ver* hi rad ao the accidents were fw. ^Sy 
aan was evor drcanad. 

One men, Sam Sheet* loet a foot by getting it eaught in the ooll of a rape 

that held the ark. Kfaea the rope snapped taut the foot ua* imred. 

It took 65 doten egg* for breakfast and a barrel of floor aade blaoulto 
enough for four meal*. One spring, on star trip loan tba river, the ark beak* la 
two and ve loat our provision*, and wer* therafora without food for the roalate 

°f the Journey# 

The following nar.es are those I can renedbar, that helped to aaka thaaa 1^ 
drive*i 


San Sheet* 
Jack Noonan 


Dave Smith 
Charley Nottingham 
Bland Hottinghaa 
Adam Dllman 
Pat Shughrow 
Isaac kadison 
Bill k&dison 
John Buckley 
Jaok Coughlan 
Jack UcLuskey 
Bob Drew - killed by falling tree 
Alex Butterbaugh 
George Baabrick 
Walter Byrd 
John Wm Carpenter 
Hance Carpenter 
Jak « MoLaugh]in 

® or Co Bunbraok 1/ C 
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Janes Green 
Janes UcHaffsy 
Clyde Klngport 
John Driscal 
A. K. Smith 
John Walker 
George Wagner 
Jim Stretoh 
Pierce Wooddell 


George E. Uoare 

1 got this information from George Bsmbriek of Huntersville, W. Va., who drove 
the Greenbrier River for 20 springs and 4io once rode the Greenbrier River in a boat 
from Sittington to the point of ^roop fountain. 

On February 17, 1893, a big log driv* of ten thousand white pine logs came 
down Knapps Creek on a driving flood and took out a dam that had been built for a 
grist mill. The dam was never rebuilt but there was a big law suit. Here was an 
acoient dam destroyed by a great company, a new comer, and therefore vulnerable. An 
offer to build back the dam better than ever without cost and to fix it so the logs 
»ould float over it was indignantly rejected. Cash was preferred. The records 
• how that after some dilatory matters were disposed of the case came on for trial 
k.for. . jury .t th. October term 1895, 1th „ err.y of lawyer, on both .id., .nd . 

■ltnuo... Judj. k. N. Cunpb.ll ns presiding. H. instructed th. Jury that 
If lop ••bid b. floated in Oort*in i„ fcsspp. Cr „ k »j thout , ld 

~«.f.0U, -C th.t it n. . floatnbl. strett* nd tb.t no p.r.on had tb. right to 
“ Wl “ * th. defendant.. Ih. Ill ... n.,n 

tb. .... of tb. dootrie. of .,„.hl. ntere. 

^•a • ^mtr\ »e«vds 

near Krbln and aith the coming of two rival railway % 

U44I/n<i:«i «r mi vu ruapio. , . 

•/• 1 **fea. Kir bin In thoa« days was rough mnA ready* 

••• la I 001 , aall known mao of Poaahontas County **ra la the 





r 
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0^t ’ w • Ruch 

*er# well known to the older generation. Sheriraa 

button, C44% . 

pl# » H “ r P»r Smith, Lewie Lynch end J. A. (Jl—la) Ilrkpatrle. 

T rlo wee the 000k end hie cookee wee Poland Scott, 

"hon the Oonetrootion orew reached whet le now Brocker, C, 0. Sutton &rrle4 the 
to the camp. On daya that he could not go hie daughter lire. P. F. Eedee 


carried the mail on horeebaok. A box waa looated on what ie now the Lee Galford 


farm for one of the camps, and from there down to the river and beck to Durbin 
following the railroad grade. H. B. Arbogast waa the postnaeter and Urs. Kedee 

«a« hie assistant. 

Days when O'Connell and the construction camps paid off were usually roagh. 
Kra. Eades says she has changed the mail while John Bell or Grats s lavin* stood 
guard with a winchester. 

From - Mrs. P. F, Lades. 

The St. Lawrence boom and Lumber Company were the ones who took out this ti^er 
by log drives. 

PEOPLE ATTRACTED BY TIMBERING - 1876 - 1926 
Most of the lumber companies, who came into Pocahontas, brought with them 
the men who had been employed by them elsewhere. The St. Lawrenca Boom and L^>e 
Company brought with them quite a number of French-Canadiana. A few of that re- 
=ained in the county, but most of the people, attracted by tinkering were not la 
owners, ^transient laborers who lived in houses built by the company and who nor* 
on when the company moved. Many of them, too, were unmarried men who want into 
the linker camp* on Cheat Mountain and stay there for week* at a time, having no 
connection, with the outside world what-so-over. But when they did MM to <W* 
«d to™ th.r. w. , ur . t0 moh drin]cing # cMlo*. „d J-t . 

r<**h tl„. it Bw „ ry ,. fe for , youo8i lntIp , rleno ^ to .... tat. 
"hlek.” ,. r . la toWD> t( „ t f , lf u ^ 

* ‘" w bl * nr.. „.. t * th. „„ . 1U , ruuia . 

l.U.r typ. »« r . r „ 0 Mk i, » b „ th. IvMbm 

■ * ri * Bov.d fln Mat of tk... paopj, vent too, oo thoro o»« 
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nothing to or.ploy then;. Most of these lxmm towas were practically deserted 
and in ft little while the houses were scliw the farcers who tore then down 
and used the lumber for out buildings on & fan. 


’■H 


Notes I oould find nothing written on tbit so heree had to write it fron what 
I know, as much of the timbering was donei^jr tine. 
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